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1. Introduction 

உலகில் அதிகம் பேசப்ேடும் ம ொழிகளில் ஆங்கிலமும் ஒன்று. 
தகவல்மதொடர்புக்கு அப்ேொல், இது ஒரு வள ொன வரலொறு, 
சுவொரஸ்ய ொன எழுத்துக்பகொர்வவகள்  ற்றும் கவர்ச்சிகர ொன 
விபனொதங்கவளக் மகொண்டுள்ளது. இந்த புத்தகத்தில் இந்த 
அதிசயங்கவள ேடித்து ஆரொயுங்கள். 

 

2. General Facts 

1. English is spoken by around 1.5 billion people worldwide. It is one of 

the most widely spoken languages on Earth. 
2. There are more people who learn English as a second language than 

those who speak it as their first language. 
3. English is an official or main language in more than 50 countries, 

including the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and 
Australia. 

4. English is often called a "global language" because it is used in 
international business, travel, science, and entertainment. 

5. The English language grows every year. New words are added to the 

dictionary from technology, pop culture, and social media. 

 

3. Historical Facts 

1. English started over 1,500 years ago with the arrival of Germanic 

tribes (Angles, Saxons, Jutes) in what is now England, evolving from 
Old English. 

2. In 1066, the Norman invasion introduced thousands of French words, 
creating Middle English. 

3. William Shakespeare enriched English with new words and phrases in 

the 16th and 17th centuries. 
4. The Great Vowel Shift (1400s–1600s) changed how vowels were 

pronounced, leading to differences between spelling and pronunciation. 
5. English spread globally during the British Empire's expansion from the 

17th to 20th centuries. 
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4. Vocabulary Facts 

1. English has around 1 million words, though most people use only a 

fraction daily. 
2. New words are added every year from technology, culture, and slang. 

3. One of the longest words is 
"pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis." 

4. The shortest words are "I" and "a." 
5. English borrows words from other languages, like "piano" (Italian) and 

"yoga" (Sanskrit). 
6. The word "set" has over 400 meanings, making it the most versatile. 

7. The most common word in English is "the." 

 

5. Spelling and Pronunciation Facts 

1. Many words have silent letters, like "k" in "knife" and "w" in "write." 

2. Words like "necessary," "receive," and "definitely" are often misspelled. 
3. Homophones, like "to," "two," and "too," sound the same but have 

different meanings. 
4. Words such as "colonel" and "though" have unique pronunciations. 

5. Some words break spelling rules, like "weird" defying "i before e." 
6. Accents change pronunciation; British and American English often 

sound different. 

 

6. Grammar Facts 

1. English grammar has many rules and exceptions, like tense changes in 

verbs ("walk" to "walked"). 
2. Common errors include confusing "their," "there," and "they’re." 

3. Irregular verbs, like "go" (past tense "went"), don’t follow usual 
patterns. 

4. Tenses indicate time: "I eat" (present), "I ate" (past), "I will eat" 
(future). 

5. Some plurals are irregular, like "child" becoming "children." 

6. Rules like "i before e except after c" have exceptions, e.g., "seize." 
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7. Idioms and Expressions Facts 

1. Idioms have meanings beyond their literal words, like "kick the bucket" 

(to die). 
2. Common idioms include "break the ice" (start a conversation). 

3. Literal translations of idioms, like "it’s raining cats and dogs," sound 
odd. 

4. Different countries use unique idioms, such as "feeling peaky" in the 
UK for being unwell. 

5. Some idioms stem from historical events, like "barking up the wrong 

tree." 

 

8. Slang and Colloquialism Facts 

1. Slang is informal language, like "lit" meaning exciting. 
2. Regional slang varies; in the U.S., "soda" is called "pop" in other regions. 

3. Colloquialisms, like "hang out" (spend time), are common in casual 
speech. 

4. Slang evolves quickly; what’s trendy today may be outdated tomorrow. 
5. Texting has introduced terms like "LOL" (laugh out loud). 

6. English-speaking countries have unique slang, e.g., "bottle-o" in Australia 

for a liquor store. 

 

10. Fun and Quirky Facts 

1. The longest English sentence has over 1,200 words. It is in the book Les 
Misérables by Victor Hugo. 

2. Palindromes are words that read the same backward and forward. 
Examples are “madam” and “racecar.” 

3. Puns are jokes that play with words. For example: “Time flies like an 
arrow; fruit flies like a banana.” 

4. Shakespeare created many words we use today, like “eyeball,” 
“bedroom,” and “swagger.” 

5. Some English words don’t have exact translations in other languages. For 

example, “serendipity” means finding something good by chance. 
6. Words like “orange” and “silver” do not have perfect rhymes in English. 

7. English has unusual spelling rules. For example, “i before e except after c” 

has exceptions like “weird” and “science.” 
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11. Trivia About English in Pop Culture 

1. Famous quotes from movies and books are well-known. For example, 

“May the Force be with you” is from Star Wars. 
2. English songs have popular lines, like “Let it be” by The Beatles, loved all 

over the world. 
3. Books like Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling introduced new words, like 

“Muggle” and “Quidditch.” 
4. TV shows have catchy phrases, like “How you doin’?” from Friends and “I 

want to believe” from The X-Files. 
5. The internet created new words like “hashtag” and “meme,” now used 

daily. 
6. Some books added new words to English that are now in dictionaries. 

7. Hollywood movies in English, like Avatar and Jurassic Park, are enjoyed 

globally. 

 

12. English and Technology 

1. Technology has introduced new words like “email” and “internet.” 
2. Texting uses short forms, like “LOL” for “laugh out loud” and “BRB” for 

“be right back.” 
3. Words like “smartphone” and “app” are now part of daily language. 

4. Online slang includes words like “meme” (a funny picture or video) and 
“troll” (someone posting annoying comments). 

5. Technology changes how we use English. New inventions bring new words 
and meanings. 

6. English is the main language in technology, helping people communicate 

worldwide. 

 

13. Weird Facts About English 

1. Some words, like “orange” and “silver,” do not have perfect rhymes. 
2. Contronyms are words with opposite meanings. For example, “dust” can 

mean to add or remove dust. 

3. English spelling rules are tricky. The rule “i before e except after c” 
doesn’t always work, like in “science.” 

4. Some words have unusual plurals. For example, “man” becomes “men,” 
and “goose” becomes “geese.” 

5. English has very long words, like 
“pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis,” which has 45 letters. 
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6. Words like “bank” can have many meanings, such as a place for money, 

the side of a river, or to rely on something. 
7. The word “set” has more than 400 meanings, making it the most versatile 

word in English. 

 

14. Conclusion 

Recap of Fun Facts: We’ve explored many interesting and fun facts about the 
English language. From strange spelling rules and quirky idioms to new tech 

words and how English changes over time, it’s clear that English is a fascinating 

and ever-evolving language. 

Final Thoughts: English is always growing and changing. New words are 

added, and old ones take on new meanings. This constant change makes 
English a lively and exciting language to learn and use. Whether you’re a native 

speaker or just starting to learn, there’s always something new to discover in 

English! 
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